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Thomas Penoza
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Brothers and Sisters:


	I am sorry I am not able to attend your conference. I recently had double knee replacement surgery and have been laid up for the last ten weeks. This has made travel very difficult. I also lost my father last week and have been spending my time helping out my mother.


I have been honored to serve as your National Treasurer for the past 11 ½ years. During that time I have worked hard to improve the flow of information from the Grand Lodge to the State and Local Lodges. We developed a National computer information system that is now available for all our lodges to use. We have improved the way we communicate to our members through the National FOP Journal, through e-mail and other electronic media and social networking sites. I converted our paper voucher system to an on line voucher system to speed the reimbursement and bill paying functions of the Treasurer’s office. That system is available for our lodges to use for a minimal initial expense. 


	I have always believed in investing our funds wisely. Our investment account now has four times as much as it did when I was first elected. We have used the interest we have earned from these investments to pay for the computer information system and a new National FOP Headquarters building in Nashville, so we no longer rent as we did prior to my election. We also now own a building in Washington DC that is four times the size of the building we had when I was first elected.








	During my tenure we revitalized the National FOP Foundation, which was broke and not being utilized. The Foundation now has $1,300,000.00 in it that is used for various National programs, the National Memorial Service, and education scholarships for our members. I also helped start the National FOP PAC which finally allows us to contribute to those members of Congress that support us.


	I support and work on behalf of our labor services program. I believe that our labor program, our legislative program, and the flow of information to lodges and our members, is vital to the future of the National FOP.  I have been actively involved in the direction the National FOP is headed and I believe we are headed in the right direction. We are being attacked on a local, state, and national level. We need leaders that understand the legislative process, labor, and what we can accomplish with the finances we have available. I am an active police officer with 39 years of experience. I have over 22 years experience as a State Treasurer and as National Treasurer. I have lobbied the legislature in Delaware on behalf of the FOP for 35 years. I served on the National Legislative Committee when we lobbied in the Hall of Congress in Washington DC. I have also negotiated many collective bargaining agreements and continue to do so.


	This election is about experience and who will best serve the members. In these uncertain times it is important to have a Treasurer with experience on many levels, especially experience as an actual FOP Treasurer.


	I am asking for your support and your vote at the National Conference in Salt Lake City this August.





Fraternally,


�


Thomas Penoza


National Treasurer











