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Delegate at State Conference,

September 2010 I attended State board meeting and I am a committee member on the Audit committee.

Tucson Lodge #1 had its “FOP Christmas with a Cop” and “FOP Breakfast with Santa” events December 2010.  These are charitable events for under privileged children.  Both events were very successful and all of the children who participated were very grateful.  Pima Lodge #20, Catalina Lodge #62, DPS Lodge #32, Old Pueblo Lodge #51, Arizona Rangers and others joined in on the activities for “FOP Christmas with a Cop”. 

Lodge #1 participated with Security for the Sun Sounds Beer Festival at one of our local parks in October as a fundraiser.  Active members participated in this event and provided security in uniform at the event.  The event was a success and Lodge #1 benefited for our participation.  Lodge #1 will continue participation in this event. 

Another fundraiser for Lodge #1 was in December at our winter haven festival of lights event that is held every year at one of our neighborhoods.  The neighborhood association for this event contacted Lodge #1 for assistance with Security.  Lodge #1 members conducted security at the event, active and retired members volunteered for the sixteen days the event was held.

November we had our nominations for executive board and delegates.  President Musgrave decided to step down as President.  The following is the new executive board;

President – Todd Griffith 


Chaplain – Kris Bollingmo

Vice-President – Kevin Murphy 

Second Vice-President – Jen Harrison 

Secretary – Irma Price 


Sgt. At Arms – Sean Garnand

Treasurer – Sue Earley

Lodge #1 has a new President who is Brother Griffith and I have to say he is doing a fantastic job.  President Griffith has been very active so far since the election and has taken the bull by the horn.  President Griffith has stepped up communication; he met with TPD Chief Villasenor and introduced himself as FOP Tucson Lodge #1 President as well as meeting with our City Council members, Mayor & City Manager.  I am very confident Brother Griffith will do an excellent job leading Lodge #1 in a positive direction.

President Griffith attends all promotions and retirements and the feedback is positive.  
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President Griffith has stepped up communication with his members as well by obtaining emails from most active and retired members.  With this Lodge #1 has a new electronic 
newsletter that is sent out once a month.  Second VP Harrison and Brother Aussems worked on the electronic newsletter and they have done a great job.  
Lodge #1 now has a Facebook page that is named “Tucson Fraternal Order of Police, Lodge #1”.  You must be an FOP member and have a Facebook account to join the Facebook page.  Permission has been granted to Lodge #1 for use by National Secretary, Patrick Yoes.  The reason behind opening up the Facebook page was because of the younger members who use this type of social networking.  This was another step to communicate with members.
As many of you may know Lodge #1 had their 75th anniversary being a Lodge on February 24, 2011.  The State Lodge also had their 75th anniversary.  Lodge #1 members are proud to have made this milestone. I attended the State Board meeting as well as the Audit committee meeting.  

April 15, Lodge #1 had a Steak fry to celebrate this milestone.  We had about 150 members, families and friends attend this event and many of whom attended were pleased with the celebration.  A lot of who connected with members they had not seen in a long time.  President Griffith wants to continue having steak fry’s in the future.
The Tucson Police Department has begun a hiring process for 55 new hires.  TPD received a grant for these new hires and will be having an Academy soon.  Unfortunately those new hires won’t replace the 180 officers the department is down.  TPD continues to lose officers through retirements and officers leaving for other agencies.  That puts a huge burden on existing officers and officer safety is a major concern.  

The City will be assessing the furloughs for the next fiscal year.  At this point in time furloughs are still being continued but at the end of December the City will review their budget to see whether or not furloughs need to continue.
We will see what the next several years bring, hopefully something positive for all active and retired members.

Fraternally,
Lorraine Thompson
State Trustee, Tucson Lodge #1

lorraine@tucsonfop.com
