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      FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE, TUCSON LODGE #1   PO BOX 17629    TUCSON, ARIZONA 85731

STATE TRUSTEE REPORT
October 5, 2009
Lodge #1 membership, I attended the State Board meeting on Saturday, September 26, 2009.  State President Soller presided over the meeting where executive board members present were, State Secretary, Pat Scherden and State Chaplain, Tom Bradley.  Vice-President Ortolano, State Treasurer Clark and Second Vice-President Aussems were all excused.

First order of business was suspended to allow Guest Speaker, Grant Woods, and former Attorney General.  He spoke briefly about payday loans and their request for his assistance.  As of July 1, 2010 all payday loan operations will cease to exist if they do not reform themselves by limiting the amount of a loan, limit the interest on the loans and limit the number of loans allowed to participants.  Mr. Woods advised he would help in the legislature if the companies reform.

Regular business, National Trustee Soller spoke about the Beleve record company and the ban placed on them by Capital records.  Singer Ronny Milsap is against this ban and will fight to reinstate the playing of the song.  The song recorded by Ronny Milsap and Trace Adkins is to benefit police and firefighters in disaster relief.  
President Soller mentioned an issue with Scottsdale Lodge #35 regarding their new Mayor.  The Mayor wants to put in place an action for Scottsdale PD where if they do not meet goals set by Mayor and Council within five years the city will go outside and use other means of policing.  The city council and Mayor want to change the charter.  According to Brother Jim Mann the goals set by the city are out of date and do not work.  The PR firm, the State Lodge and Grand Lodge will be assisting Scottsdale Lodge #35 in this fight.

Past President Chuck Torre made a point of clarification that the by-law that was passed at State Conference regarding payment to Vice President Ortolano was illegal as the by-law would change the Constitution.  A motion to pay President Soller $600 a month was made and seconded.  This is not a change to the by-law as it was already in the by-laws.  The reason for the motion was to make certain.

Under trustee reports, Youngstown Chief was fired and they are now looking for a new chief.  Lodge #9, Brother Clark stated they are beginning their battle for meet & confer and have set up a committee to get ready for their vote.  

Brother Herrera, Pima #20 stated they have gained twenty new members.  AZCOPS had a vote for representation without their knowledge.  Slightly over a hundred members voted and of course they won but they do not think it was a legal vote as they have to have a majority of their members vote and AZCOPs has six hundred members.

Lodge #44 picked up over 100 new members.
Oro Valley Lodge #53, Brother Tolentino reported that their lodge did not put in to represent officers with the City.  AZCOPs will represent the Oro Valley officers.

Audit committee recommendation that a line item was overlooked for office supplies and a motion to submit office supplies for $1000 was seconded and passed.

State associate RT Smith advised that there will be two new associate lodges, Lodge #44 and Pima Lodge #20.  Lodge #44 has a charter and he will be assisting Pima #20 to reinstate their charter.

Jim Mann advised Senator McCain’s liaison wanted to let the FOP know that Senator McCain was very appreciative for our endorsement and thanking the FOP for all of the work that we do.  The PR firm’s work to help the AG investigators was effective in that the AG office is now contacting the FOP.  The firm is also heavily involved with Mesa Lodge #9 and will be working with Scottsdale Lodge #35.

State Lodge and ALC will pay for membership to the Arizona Chief of Police in order to send members to their meetings.

Lodge #2 will be hosting a class in Indoor marijuana grows at Lodge #2 in Phoenix.  The class is free to active FOP members and is AZPOST certified and will be held, November 12 & 13, 2009.  If anyone is interested go to their website at www.azfop2.com and click on the news link where you can sign up for the class.

Mesa Lodge #9 is hosting a free labor training class put on by National FOP. The class will be held at the Hyatt place hotel on October 15 & 16, 2009.  This is a two day training that will pertain to Arizona labor training and critical incident training.  If anyone is interested in this class go to www.mesafop.com for more information.

President Soller showed us a pen he had in his pocket that is an audio/video recorder and can be used as a pen.  This pen records for sixty minutes and can be purchased for $50 at any spy store.  He wanted everyone to be aware that the bad guys could have these and record contact with law enforcement.  

The next State Board meeting will be February 20, 2009 at Lodge #2 at 1000 hours.

State Conference will be June 27-30, 2009 in Prescott, AZ.
Fraternally,
Lorraine Thompson
State Trustee, Tucson Lodge #1
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