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Another Critique of Sessional Paper No. 10

BY BARAK H. OBAMA

Since many of the Aifrican countries
aehloeved their independence -there has hbeen
much talk about African Sociallam. More-
over, there has been ne individueal or country
which hag gt any time defined this socialism
nor hag there beon any common ground
among the leaders as to what they meant
when they talked of African SBocialtam. Where,
then, could we look for the definition of this
tiesm™ % If ik ig accepted that it is the leaders
of a country who vsuslly formulate and define
ideslogiey, then the only source for this defi-
nition would he to get it from them either
through thelr speeches, press reports or papers
or through their actions. So far the state-
maents made by such leaders as President
Nkrurnah, Nyerere, Toure etc., have not had
mueh in common. Likewise, the actions of
those leaders while diverting a little from the
capitatistic system have nof by any means
been directed towards any particularly defined-
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ideology, he 1t scientific soclalism — inter
alin — communism.

Ag a first step, the Kenya Govermment
mugt he congrafulated for it has tried to
clarify the situation in go far aa it i3 possible
to do so in the light of s planning needs.
It not only specifies the objectives by which
this country should be guided, but states the
policies through which it hopes to fulfill these
ohjectives. It alzo sets out targets, taking
into account the priorities and shows ways
bir which to achleve these targets. The papet
goes further to deal with matters of wide
policy. 'The statement about non.alignment
iz for the frst time explicitly expounded and
ona cannot help but bhe happy that those
who wrote this paper realized the importance
and the great urgency of this policy state
ment. ‘The paper realizes thai, s is true of
any country, we must encourage internationsl
trade, forelen investments ete, sinee it I8
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ghrougn these that we can hope to get the
foraipn cxohange which we so desperately
pead Tov the purchases both of capital geods
and consumaor poods which we cannot produce
jocally. thereby enhancing development.

On population growth, the paper nhotes
pur high rate of growih and recognizes that
(i Tactor can be very detrimental to growth.
The pRper recognizes  the deirlments and
adverse reperoussions which nationalization can
have on growth in this country, The policy of
the government in this paper is to try 1o raise
per capits. incomes. This, it recognizes it can
anly do by getting high rates of growth and
{n achieve this high rate ol growth there
must be a high rate of capital accumulation.
mhe government then tries to spell out means
ty which it imtends to encourage acoumula-
jion and this lz most important for develop-
ment. It ghould be hoped that the government
shall find 1he means by which it inlends to
achieve lhese objectives.

The tils of the paper is given as “African
gnetalizm and I Applicabillly to Flanning in
Kenya”. Cne would wonder whather the title
i mot misleading, Is it Kenya Hoclalism that
we are talking about or African Soclallsm?

One would have beoen pleased to see Afrl
can Socialism  defined and how Kenya fiis
Into this definition, and an Indication of those
vharacleristies in which Kenya is unique be-
fore one can think of the applicability of this
definttion to Kenya. ‘The part which deals
with the applicability can be excused In =0
far ag the planning is taking place In Kenya,
nenee it has to be done within Henya's pecu-
liar and upigque conditlons.  Bul this would
maan that we have defined the larger context
oo Afpiean Soclallsm and that our plans,
while having points of variance, do not diverge
g mmch from the defined context. Not only
would we guestion the ldeology as undefined,
but we may find resson to gqueation the pattern
of the plans as to whether they follow the
condfion prevailing within the country and
their practicahility.

The applicability of planning within the
ambryo of African Sociallsm, while essential-
v am economic matter, eannot be divorced
from the politico-socio-cultural context in
which we find ourgelves and as such we should
not ignore these factors as seem to have
oteurred i the Sessional Paper No. 10. To
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aveid jwmping the pun, however, ¥ wish to
follow step by step what hag been included in
tha paper and analyze each point sequentlally.

The first part of the paper deals with
wida topics such as the objectives of societies
The paper &tates that there are wuniversal
desires of socleties and these include political
aquality, social justice, human dignity and
freedom of congeience, freedom from wand,
diseaze and exploitalion, equal opportunities
and, lastly, a high and growing per capita in-
come and equitable distvibution. While one may
question the univerality and precedence of
these ideals in all societies, lot us assume
that we talke these as our fdeals and objec-
tives in Kenya and assume that as iz said
in the paper we want to satisfy these objec-
tiveg withln the context of Aflrican Socialism.

Wo have noted that African Socialism is
undefined. We note algo lis independebce
from foreign ldeologies, but this is mot & post
tlve description of an idea. It says that it
abhors foreign ideology, but what foreign
ideclogy iy meant hete? Does what ocour
in Chana, Tanzanla, Great Britain or the
1.8 A, considered foreign? ‘When looked at
In this angle one Immediately notices the first
mistake vig., not defining African Sofialism
0 as to embody a cross-section of Africa as
the paper by its very title purports. It would
have been more clear and leglatic to define
African Sociallsm and then state lis indepen-

dence, After all, how c¢on one talk of the
independence of sgomething people do not
know?

We then have a shovt description of Afri.
can traditions and what thege iraditions Imply
within contemporary soclety; yet the inter-
relations which this bears to what follows is
logt. Thiz does not lead to any basle factors.
Ag an example, the African tradition is funda-
mentally based on communal ownership of
major meang of production and sharing of the
fruits of the labours, so expended in produc-
tion, to the henefit of all; and yet the paper
advacates land title deeds and private owner-
ghip of land -- A major means of production,
How do these two conflicting Iactors reconcile.

Paragraphs 13 and 14 attempt to define
African Soclalism. Yet even these paragraphs
are incomplete ag the very definition 15 lacls
ittgg. In fact, one wonders how the statements
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taade here differ from scientlfie sociallsm un-
le=s one takes the statement “sociely in turn
will reward these efforts” to be different from
iraward to each aceordng to his needs”
Cortainly, the principle iz the same. I is
only in the manner the principle ia Mulfilled
that may differ, but thiz is true in evety
enme that applicabllity of ideologies have to be
in accordance with prevailing efrcumastances.

T¢ one says that the Adrican society was
clasgless as the paper says what Is there to
gtop 1t from being a class sociely as time goes
an? Iz what has besn =aid in the paper, if
implemented, enough fo cschew this danger T
Tt may be true that African traditions had no
parallels in European Feudal goclety so that
the problems arising there may not arize here,
but can one he as blind as not to see that
all through the colonial period this same class

HAST AFRICA JOURNAL

It is interesting to note that the paper
recopnizes failures of hoth Marxian socialism
and laissez-falre in selving these problems, yet
recognition only leads lo trying new means
of doing ihings and it is a far ory to say
that the blueprint put in the paper will enable
ud 10 solve thern. It is basically passive rather
than actve as I shall come to show lafer.

The paper thus goes into foreign relations.
It is a tautology 1o say that we want to he
independent of other couniries since avery
country has alwaye wished this. It would
have been more important to tallke of how we
imtend to break our dependenes on cther coun-
trles politically and economically, since this is
falt accompli. Tt may be true that this i§

still the case besausce of our laclk of basic re
gources and skilled manpewer, ¥el one can
clinose to develop by the bootstraps

rather

dlgtinction was trangplanted here?

Can one deny that the African, while net
pleased with the system, did not covet the
high place given to the Europeat and AsianT
Can sne deny the fact that we Africans have
likewisc stapted the same thing and that we
have the haves and havenots, which are poles
apart, both in the living surroundings, soclal
contacts, and language? How then can we talk
of different causes to the game problems when
we should be talking of how to correct them?
Certainly it is solutions that we are interested
in amd one cannot say that solullons cannot
be the same where canses are differant. The
guestion is how are we going iz how are we
going to remove the disparities in our countsy
such as the concentration of eeonomic power
in Aslam and European hands while not
destroying what has alresdy heen achieved and
at the same time asgimilating these groups
to build one country?

ag

opinion on communal ownership?

than become & pawn to some forelgn pOWETS
such as Sekou Toure did. While the state
ment of the policy of nowalignment is good
and encouraging, ene would wish to see i put
into proctice,

Let us examine lhe operating characteristics
of African Socialism as put down In the
paper. Here the paper goes into use and
control of resources. The fivat statement ool
herns conilict of opiniom on attitude towatr
landownership. It is true that in most African
ocieties the individual had sole right as (0
5110 use of land and procesds from it He didh
vowevar, own if only as a trustee to the claly
tribe or gocicty. e could give it on Joan 10
someone oulside the trike to use, but he nad
no right to secll it outside the fribe. In J‘;act.l
most of our wars were fought beeause ©
iand. How then can there be & confliet ©
The papel
ghould have made this point quite clear. The
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paper on the other hand leaves the guestion
there and only plunges into the use of re-
sources How can one talk of use, whether
proper of improper, before one defines the
owning unit and the rights ther=of? Tt 1a true
that preper uses of respurces are of para
mount importance it we are golng to increase
both productlvity and per caplis incomes, but
we cannot deal with thls unlezs and until we
deal with ownerghlp and within the African
soclalistie system,.

The paper goea further to say that these
traditions cannot be caried on indiscriminately
in a modern, monetary econemoy. Thig curlous,
unless the paper means that what is produced
comraunally ig unsellable, Tha
that because of credit reguiremaents there has
to be land titles and reglstration. I this is
the case, must these land titles snd registra-
tions be done on individual ownership? Does
it mean that co-gperatives cannot be reglstered:
or that what is owned in common canmot have
title deeds? Is cormmunal ownershlp of land
incompatible with land consolidation? It Is
surprising that ene of the best African tradl-
tions is not only being put aside in this paper
but even the principle is not being recognized
and cnhanced. It i irue that mismanage-
ment can occur both in private as well as In
public ownership, but we ought to look at
the matter within the social context. Leoked
at this way, we c¢an avoid economic power
concentration and bring standardized use and
control nf respurces through public ownership,
let alone the equitable disiribution of econ-
omic gains that would follow. One need not
tallk of state ownership of everything from a
small garden o a big favm. (ne need only
look &t the problams now encountered in get.
ting lands consolidated in seme areas. Will
this be easily dene through individuat acilon,
through co-operatives or through government
Ownerghip? Reallzing social stickiness and
inflexibility and looking at the society's dis-
lrust of change, one would see that, if Ieft to
the Individual, consolidation will take a long
time to come. We have to look at priovities
in terms of what is good for society and on
this basis we may find it necessary to force
People to da things they would not do other-
Wlsa,

Would it not seem, then, ihat the govern-
Ment ¢ould bring more rapic consolidation

paper $ays')

)

JULY, 1965

through clan co-operatives? Individual initia.
tive is not usually the best methed of bring.
Ing land reform. Since proper land use and
control is very important if we are going to
overcome the dual character of our econoimny
and thereby increase productivity, the govern-
ment chould take a positive stand and, if need
be, force people to consolidate through the
casiest way, which, T think, would be through
clan co-operatives rather than through individ-
ual initlarive. If one were to suppese that
the state iz an Imstrument of socjety and if
the soelety regpards growth as well as the cor-
rection of the Jlopsided development which
has characterized this country as imporiant
then, the society, through the government, |
which is its instrument, should enforce means /
by which thi= grewth and change can be
brought about. This 1s not incompatible with
the objectives enumerated in the first part of
the paper. If the government should, however,
{esl that individual ownership 1= the best
policy to take in order to bring development,
then it should restrict the size of farms that
cann be owned hy one individual throughout
the country and this should apply to evexy-
body from the President to the ordinary man.

On class problems, the paper states that
slnee theTe waz Tiot such a thing in Africa,
the problem ls that of prevention. This ig to
ignore the truth of the matter. One wonders
whether the suthors of the paper have not
noticed that a dizcernible ¢lass structure has
emerged in Africa and particularly in Kenya.
While we welcome the idea of prevention, we
should also try to cure what has slipped In.
The elimination of forelgn economic and polit-
ieal demination is a good gesture towards
this, so are plans to develop in order fo pre-
vent antagonistic clagsses. But we also need,
to eliminate power structures that have been;
built through excessive accurpulation so that)
not only a few individuals shall control a vast.
magnitude of resotirces as is the case now. It
iz a eage of cure and prevention and not pre-
vention alone. The paper says that the princlple
of political equality eliminates the uze of econ-

. omle power as a political base. It is strange that

the government can say this when, wherever
we go, in America, in Africa, in Europe, the
dollar, the proud amd the marle have been
used as politlcal weapens despite professed
ideologies, Jt is good to be optimistic, but
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se lopg As wo maintain freo enterprise one
cannel deny that some will nceumulale norve
than others, nor 1 it unlikely that in a coun-
tyy with low per caplta incomes, to subject
the poor inte subimitting to political ideologies
and io persuade them to vets for those who
niffer them money, would not be difficult and
hag, in fact, been ocenrring.

We then turn to foreign investors, Here the ;

paper outlines how foreign investors can take
an active part in the development of ihe

country and outlines areas of soclal responsi-{

hility in which they can {alke part. These
are: meking shares avallable for Africans,
emploving Africans on management levels “as
goon as qualified people can be found and
providing  training  facilities for Alrlcans”.
Wohle as these objectives are, one cannot fail

to see that the government! 1s not committed

to any specific and active policy in guiding
{oveign investors i.e. foreign commersial firms

to integrate themsclves within the Kenya .

coonomy.

It iz true that we do ol have many
people gualified to ke up managerial posi-
{ions in these enferprises nor those whoe
could partlcipate intelligeully in polleyanaking
functions, Buat this is not to say that there
are note. At present, many highly ouallfled
Africans are employed hy commercial firms
and are given very pompouy titles. This i4
done only for publicity, If one were o go
inio the workings of these companies, how-
aver, one would find that they actually have
ne volce im the companies which glve them
these high titles.
Africanized, They are given public re
lations werlt which is the only high position
an African hag held in commerclal firms and
this is wunderstondable, »or they are mmadc
divectors in name hut lack Tonowledge about
the company’'s workings so thal they are
pubher stampg of what is declded. How ean
thiz po on with the government's knowledge
without her taking s positive stanil by scelng
to it thal real Africanization ls taking place?
Certainly foreigm commersigl firms are not
going to push thiz enough unless the govern-
ment takes a positive stanc,

It 18 “strange” to note that some of the
very big commercis] firme deal in some pro-
ducts which are the Iifeblood of this country
put without the people of thls country taking

ey positions should be
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an active part In the fortmulation of policiey
thersof. If some of these [lirms were {0 stop
functioning today the country would he at
a standstlll, Let the govermment take an
active part i these spheres and see Lo it that
the people are actively represemted In thom.
It is true that there iz lack of skilled mean-
power in the country, but T would rather that
the few we have were properly used for the
benelit of the country by giving them respon-
sibla positiems in commercial fivms as is be-
ing done In public bodies, The governtrent
should not only tale of training those who
gre not yet gualified but should also sec to
it that thoze who are qualified are given
opportunities 1o do something for the coum
try. Tt is strange to talk of lack of skilled
manpowar when ihe few who are available
are not utilized fully.

H'he paper wishes to encourage domestic
accttalation. This is a good gesture except
for thEndatlying asswmption which one only
reads between the lines, that it is Individual
‘private enterprise and business that tends o
‘encourage aceumulation.  True, in the paper
“Whare is a realization that taxation can be
used ag o means of foreed saving, but it e
given & secondary place in this respect. Cetlain-
¥ thare is no Hmit to taxation if the benefits
derlved from public services by sociely meas
ure up Lo tho cogt jn taxation which they
have to pay. It s a Iallacy to say that thert
ig this limit and it is a falacy te rely mainly
on individual free enterprise to gel the sav-
ings. How ate we golng to rid ourselves of
pconomic power concentration when we, in
our blueprint, tend towards what we ourgelves
digcradit? In paragraph 47 the paper stales
ithat the caompany form of biglness organizir
tion is a departure from the divect indlvidual
ownership typical of Marx's day. Yet one
who has read Marx eannot fail to see Lhat eol
porations ave not only what Marx veferred to
as the advanced stage ol capitaligm but Mar¥
even called it finance capitalism by which &
few would control the finances of so maiy
and through this have not only sconomic
power but political power as well

On the cubject of application of Afriean
Sociallsm to plapning in Kenya, the emphasis
is put on cconomic growth, While recofniZ
ing the importanve of growth, one can e
phasize it to the detriment of other ahjectivos
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We should not only put all aur efforts on
growth, but ghould cover a widar subjents
which is development. We car have a high
rate of prowth economically and yel not
develop  both  economically, politically and
socially, A paper such ag this one, produced
hy the povernment, which shoald be and is
a blueprint of the country's policles, cannot
contine itsell to mundane and pisayune factors
when it oughl to desl with developmment which
Includes growth. Surely thiz iz the more en-
commpagslng subject which the paper should
have deall with fully.

I am glad this paper notes what we are
short of and secks ways to correct these
shortages.  Yet recognition of what we arc
ghort of is not the resllzation of why we
ara ghort of them nor how woe can remedy
these shortapes. To zay that per caplta in-
comeg are low is a thing that any man can
soe.  Likewize, to say that we #re short of
domestic capilal because of the low rate off
saving is n tautology. The reascns are that
the majorily of the populace have such a Iow
per Ca.pi‘l;a ineome that it iz almost impoﬁﬂilﬂf—‘.
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forcign 2id and assistance. Iz not thiz the
reason the govermmeni should tax the rich
more =0 2% te gendrate high (st surpluses?

Thecretically, there ls nothinhg that can
gtop the govarnment from taxing 100 per cant
nf income so long as the people el hene
from  the government commensurate with
their ineome which is taxed. Agsuming that
development and the achievement of a high
peir capita income i 2 henelit {n0 =ociety as
a whols T do not ses why the govertment
canmol tax those who have more and ayphon
some of these revenues into savings which
can be utilized in investment for future devel-
opment, thereby reduging our rcliance on
foreign aid.

The paper notes  Jack of gualifiod and
skilled manpower. Training must be expand.
ol =0 that our already gqualified manpower
can gain the experience o participate Lfully
i advancing development while the unguali-
fled. Through some of the statistics piven
on paragraph 62 one can see whot we have
and what we lack In terms of slkillad rman-
power and the poeriod it mkes to {rain it. It

)
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for them to save. There is a smull minority
ol people and worse sUl), on & vacial basis,
who have high incomes and wha can alford
o save, but no country ean afford to rely
on one group or a =mall segmenl of society

e

to do ail the saving, Nor is all ef this saving.,

being invested in this eounlry. Some nare
Semb abresd In the form of dividends and for
many othor reasons, What is move inportant
i% to find means by which we can redigtribute
our ecopormnic gaing to the henefit of all and
ot the same tie be able to channel gome of
these gaing to future production. 'I'his is the
Eovernment's obligation; it showld have come
out with a plan in the paper to achieve this,
The government recognizes that each pound
Stved can penerale three pounds in both

i

-
-

is, in fact, guite an achigvermaent that the
government has donc so much within s short
time. Yo one sometimes wonders why, dos
pite these [facis, the government sometlinges
refused somoe geholarships which are given lo
Kenye students, and is fussy in declding thoge
who can go =shread and hose who should
study in our Kast Alviean universities. Are
wo looking at a pifh horse in the mouth when
we refuse scholarshipa?

It iz important that o should glve priorh
tieg in truining to what we lack most, bul this
does not mean that we have (o gtop peopls
feam polng to study abroad just hecause they
are not going for what we want them to study,
particularly when to onge applies for whal wo
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want our people to study. It should be realiz-
ed that one persom who goes oul to study
leaves a chanee-in our universities for atother
person who would not otherwise have had ihe
chance, ' Tt is the reason why we should not
be so choosy in whalt we get in ierms of
scholarships. In fact, sooner or later we are
going to wish we did not turn down some
of the scholarships which we have been offer-
ed and that we had nol heen 5¢ choosy asg
to discredit those who have offered vz those
schelarships.

While it is true that Kenya does not suffer
from forelgn exchange shoriages right now,
we cannot say that we will not suffer from
it Iy the near future, We should take meas.
ure to encourage more import substituting
ihdnstries and have seleclive controls with
high preference being given to captial goods
purchased from abroad. A form of lroport
licencing ought to Tp introduced which will
only look at the goods imported in terms of
their contribution to growth and development,
unless they are things that we de not pro-
duce outaelves, In fhiz way we will he abile
to make full use of foreign exchange which
we tan earn through our exports while at
the same time satisfylng the needs which we
cannot satlsfy loeally.

Coming 1o critfeal issues and choices, it
is gurprising that no general mention is made
of the dual characteristic of our economy. How
can we afford to ignore the pockets of this
cconomy which are underdeveloped without
some posltive statement about their develop-
ment. In Kenya the colonial government only
developed the so-called white areas. Thus we
find that the central province, some parts of
the Rift Valley and some parts of Hericho
are developed, in farming, roads, water
gystems and the like when most of the former
African reserve areas are eking a living on
poor aresm# without even good road nel-
worlks to serve themn, How are these areas

e

going to be mopetized and bring development !

when we do not even have the Infrastructure
on which development depends unless the
government takes a positive =tand and does
something to correct this lopsided way of
development.

The government talks of dealing only with
areas where the returns out of any develop-
ment programme are ostensible, But surely

|
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the refurns are low only because these sreas
are and were undeveloped in the beginning
Must we be so shortsighted ag to look only
iito intermediate gains when these areas arc
vrotling in poverly? In these areas we find
a lot of dizspulsed unemployment whiah, if
wa were to plan sensibly, could he utilized
te the bencfit of goclety. The government
says rthat people who come into the citles in
search of jobs should return to the land and
farm it. This would have been more sensible
il they had a land worth farming, I wonder
whether the government really means that
Tamily can Jive on an acre of undeveloped
land. If thege people come ¢wt in gearch
of worlk, it is because they cannot malke 4
Wing out of whatever land they have had
It is because these lands are undeveloped, it
iz because thesc lands are poor and it is be
gause their marginal productivity 1s zero. In
fact, their return te the land is only to stop
them frorm contributing to increased output
slnce those who remain on the land produce
the same amount of product as when those
who come out are also on the Jland. Tan't
this the reason why the government should
Iind projects either in the cities or in rueal
areas which could absorb them? It is
curious thing that the government does not
recognize these facts in its policy paper.

~"""There is a statement made on nationaliza-
tion, True there are ecases in which nationall-
zation is bad, but there are, likewlse, quile
a few benefits to be devived from it. On this
subject, T would like o refer the authors te
Prof. Bronlerbrenner’s work on the “Appeals
for confiscalion in Eronomie Development™
INationalization should not be looked at onl¥
in terms of profitability alone, but alss, orf
even motre, on the benefit to scciety that such
services render and op its importance in term?
of public interest. If we were to look af these
things purely on profitability, then the rall
ways would not have heen hationalized wozld
wide sinee it is the least profitable go that it
all countries it is subsidized by government
There ig also a statement that nationalizatiofl
will apply to African enterprise. How can wE

talk of nationalizing Afriean enterprige whebd
P

¥ Heon. Development and Culiural eha;‘lﬂﬂ
— Vol. III, No, 3, April, 1958 pp. 201-18.
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sich enterprises do not exist. 1T we are going
ts nationalize, we are going to natienalize
what exlsts and is worth nationalizing. But
these are Furopean and Asian enterprises.

One need not be & Kenyan Lo note that

nearly al commercial enterprises from stially

shops in River Road to big shops in Govern:
ment Road and that Industries in the Indus-
trlal Areas of Nairobi are mosily owned B
Asians and Europeans. One nesd not bo a
Kenyan to note that most hotelz and enter-
tainment places are owned ky Aslans arnf
Turopeans, ©One heed not be & Kenyan to
note that when one goes to @ good restaurant
he mostly finds Aslans gnd JSuropesns, nof
has he to be a Kenyan to sec that the majority
of cars running in Kenya are run hy Agians
and Europeans. How then can we say that
we are going 1o be jndiserlminate in rectifying
ihese Imbalances? We have 10 pive the
African his place in his own country and we
have to give him thls economic power ifl he
iz going to develop. 'The paper talks of fear
of retarding growth if natlopalization or pur-
chazes of these enterprizes are made for
Africans. But for whom do we want to grow?
Is it the African who owng this country? f
he does, then why should he not control the
sconomie means of growth in this country 7
It is mainly in this country that one finds
almeat everything owned by the non-indige
nous populace. The government musk do
romething about this and soon. For these
resgons, ail paras, 80, 81, 82, 83 and %4 1o
this segsional paper are unforiunate In that
they &id mot state the problem clearly and
come out with possible solutions.

The paper touches on recent demopraphic
irends in this country and says that the popw
lation iz prowing at the rate nf 3 per cent
Der aunum or more. True this is a high
rate of population growth, but we have to
look at it in terms of the population hase
and the area of Kenya. Surely we are not
i overpopualed country. Ve have vast
areas which are lying idle or sparsely populat-
ed or which could be inhabitable if irrigation
and proper projects were to be under way.

© cannot only absorb threc times the popu-
3“01'1_ we have now but even more willh proper
ﬂ“mﬂg. Turther, we should not only look
5“35@ population ag consumers of goods and
’ ees, but also ag producers of these goods
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and services. 1If iwe rvealize this then we
should not be worried ahout the rate of growth
of population. All we heed to think of is to
plan properly and find prejects, given prio-
rities, which will absorb this populace. In
this way we will not only be able to absurb
the rising population growth, hut also the
overwhelming disguised unetmployment.

On the question of priotitles, there in
hothing more demanding and important now
than the consolidation and proper utilizatlon
of land in the former Afrlcan areas. After
conzolidation, we should introduce modern
farming methods. Clonsolidatlon will add
relatively little to output unless productivity
ia increaged and productivity can only be in-
ereased 1f the 0ld methods and tools of pro-
duction are abandened. If is {he more reason
we need modern methods of production, arnd
an- this respect the government wiIl have to
play an active part, through the purchase
and loaning of more gmall machinery and
intengifying the training of people on how 1o
wae them in their lands and teaching them
intensively ways of rotation of ¢rops, grazing
and prevention of erosion. Further there will
he & need for more model farms run by the
government as example. The government
ingtead of worrylng with the seltlement
uchemes should have started with this in the
heginning.

There ig @ statement in the paper aboul
ericouraging  fourism. It i surprising that
{he government thinks only about Jodges but
not about making it cheap so as to include
those who are net so rich At the present
time, the cost of llving is too high for tourlsts.
The hotels charge exhorbitant rates and there
ave no price controls so that only the very
rich can afford to come to Xenya as tourlsts.
How are we going 1o encourage fourism and
ot a wide bagls if we make it too expensive
for the middie-class people? The government
ought to do somcthing akout this.

Despite my remarks, it iz laudable that
the government came out with the paper. But
this is net to deny the fact that it could
hiave been a better paper it the government
were to lpol imto priorities and see thetn
clearly within their context 50 that their im-
plementation aould have had a basiz on which
to rely. Maybe it 1s better to hava something
pevfunctorily done than none at all!





